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Priſon, or the Ifte, are-much the ſame; 
They onely differ in Conceitand Name, 
As Art the firſt, Nature Immures the laſt ; 
Onely ith larger Mold her. Figure” caſt; 
All Iſlanders are in Priſon pent, 
And none at large; not thoſe o'th* Continent, 
Each Mariner's a Priſoner in his Bark. _ 
The living World was prifon'd in the Ark. 
And though it be abroad adayes, the Light 
Still lodges in the priſon of black Night. 
The Sea it ſelf; is to its bounds confin'd, 
And e-£olw.in Caves {huts up the wind. 
Nothing in Nature bas ſuch vaſt Extent, 
But is impriſond in its Element. 
The Fiſh, in watry Dungeons are inclos'd; _ 
Men, Beaſts, and Birds, to Earth and Air diſpos' d. 
If to enlarge their narrow bounds, they firive, 
The fatal freedom rarely they ſurvive. 
And as with them, we hope with us'twill be, 
When from their Priſons rook, Death ſets them free. 
Man can no more a native freedom boaſt ! 


- 


6 That Jewel ne're.was found, ſince firſt was loft. 
"Twas then tranſported to the Stygian Coalt. 
Bur ſtill there's ſomething which we do eltcem, 
Onely becauſe 'tis like the poliſhr Gemme, 
And this we Freedom call ; its credit grows 
| From a falſe ſtamp, the guilded cutfide ſhows: 
| Which avaritious Man attempts to get, 
: Cheated and ruin'd with the Counterfeit. 
Like Children, Soapy-bubbles they purſue, 
And the fantaſtick Viſion, take for true ; 
Bur whilſt they think bright forms they do embrace, 
y Ixiow-like, they find a cloud i'th? place. 
Conſent of Crowds, exceeding credit brings, 
And ſeems to ſtamp Truth's [mage on falſe chings, 
Not what's a real good, but what does feein, 
Still ſhares the blind and popular eſteem. 
Whilſt Senſe and Fancy over-rule their choice, 
And Reaſon in th'Elettion has no voice. 
But Souls in vain have Reaſon's Attribute, 
If to their Rule, they cannot Senle ſibmir. 
| Hence the Heroick mind makes no complaint, 
Bur freedom-does enjoy, even in rcitraint. 


—_————— — — 
_ 
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| When Chains and Fetters do his Body bind, 
He then appears more free, and lefs contin : 
| Diſcord and Care, which do diſtract ®im here; 


In durance take their leave, and come not there, 
Falſe Friends and Flatr'rers, then, take laſt adieu, 
| Who often {wore how fairhfol and how __; 
& Things their diſhoneſt boſoms hever kr, 
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PARADO X 


AGAINST 


| Fair Vertue to their Opticks when they bring, 


| The blackeſt; by tlieſe Negroes moſt are pris'd. 


-[Ar whoſe black Throne they blind Allegiance pay, 


| 


! And fall into the Ruine lye es below. 


Theſe, like the Swallows, in cold weather flye; 
A Summers fortune only draws them nigh, 
{Flatt'rers a ſorr of fatal Suckers be, 

Which draw the Sap *cill they deſtroy the Tree. 


Seems a deform'd and m_—_ thing g. 
Vice they "commend, whilſt Vertue is deſpis'd ; 


Theſe ffayes'to Vice, do hug fo hard and Jong; 
Ti!l like the © refond Ape, they kill their Young; 
Aimbitton ih the Mind's a Feverith Thirſt, 
Which is by drinking, dryer than at firſt ; 

And theſe will feed the humour till it burſt; 

When Paraſites the arbiters are made; 

They'l place the Garland on a Bedlam!'s head. 
Riot, Exceſs, and Pleaſore car? the Day; 

And Luft (the wortt of Tyrants) bears the ſway, 
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Moroſe and dull they do account the Grave z 

And the Meek-man, fit onely. for a Slave : 

The Humb]e, oa Natufe oor and baſe ; 

The Chatt, ſprung from a dull infipid Race ; 

And Temperance, a Gallant's cliict diſgrace. 

In Vertues garb, thegreat Mans Vice they dteſ» 
Giving it Names v hich found of Worthineſs. 
They call his Pride the Grandeur of his Mind; 
Ard for his Luit the Name they have deſign'd 

[s a complaiſant Ayr, that make men kind, 
Profaneſs is his Wir ; and his Exceſs 

By a Gay janty Humour they expreſs ; 

All his Debauches roo muſt be no leſs. 

Thus they lap Ruine up, and'guild our Crimes j 
But Vice deſtroys like 7vy, where it climbs; 

In vs, the dang'rous State thAmbitious ſee | 
Of Greatneſs, Avarice, and Flatterie. © 

Gifts, Honours, Office, Grearpefs, Grace of Rings; 
Raiſe the Ambitious upon Treach'rous wings 

'Till from the mighty heights they giddy grow, 


s che firſt fail, which do ſuppotr our ſtate; | 
lhe laſt our Fall ſerve to precipitate, .-. RS 


This with too dear Experience we have boughtj — 

And learnt a Leſſon, which too late was. taught. Th © + SY] 

Proſperity's a Drug, that chuſt' be rahe : E 5 
Corrected (Opinm-like) or elſe” tis bane.” 

4 more Letharg'ch - quality's | in. hay; +=" BL 
Than ever Yer in Opium did app "41 
Her faral Poylon to che Min 4 ſt he * ſen ED 
And uncorrect,-ib-{i etc 


WT 


SD 
LR 


08: 


(2) 


Ss Wh "Y in the way her guilded ſhares ſhe lays, Godd 'S good ey ry where, and cv'ry thing 
#-3 and credulous Man ſhe ſoon betrays ; and Good can of it ſelfno Ev il bring. 


Who ſees her Roſes and her Liilics here, All Good's a raye ofthe firit Lighr alone; 

” Bur her concealed Snakes doth never fear. _- =: When I a xy eu only: rhar;s-our own, 

E orig s repaſts puff up the Mind - {#7 #4 Vertue's not gain'd b&\{penditigIpt our days 
With unſubſtantial and unwholſoute wind, '-- « {dn pleature, Mince odrts, or ffom their Rays, 
Tis a Hault-Gonſt which Eprcares do uſe, Ar Vertue's Coaſt by Travel we arrive, 

And choicer Viands ſqueamilhly refuſe. _ © | {| Andio by Travel Vertue's kept alive. 

But when 3Mittion moulds your daily bread, She dwindles if ſhe want due Exerciſe ; 

Tis then rhe- ſtaff of Life withwhich he's, fed, But us d,. grows brighter, and itil] . multiplies, 
Afllittion (like the River Vile) beſtows l: Vercue: increaſes Show-ball-like, rewPd on : 

Her fruitful bleſſings whereſo'ere ſhe flows: A hazy Vertue's nexÞ-of kin to None. 

And if when ſhe withirat ſtrange Serpents riſe, {Pris'ners indeed rhey be, that do hy by 

Not in her ſtreams, but in the Soyl, it Iyes. At once their Freedom and their Iffuſtry. 

Which (like the grear-pois) ſhe ſtrikes dead, it Men turn Drones within theſe hony'd Hyves, 

By the {ame Influence they firſt were bred, £ It lyes Pth? Prisner's heart, and: not+his Gyves, 

If ſhe return, and ſhew her hidden head, \ |The Good grow'þetrer here, the Bad''grow: worſe; 
Great Minds (like the victorious Palms) are wont. |The Spur thar'makes this'go, dyes jadeithirt Horſe 
Under'the Weights of Fortune more to mount. , Hence the grearſt part are male-conrent and fad, 
Strongly ſuppreſt, and hurl'd upon the ground, _ Since that the Good are fewer than'th&'Bad; * 1: 
Fill'd with ſublimer thoughts they more rebound. * | A Bliſs thar ſprings froth penitential Joy, © af 
Still careleſs. whether Forfune ſmile or frown, {1s the Minds balfome in'each ſharp Annoy; 

Whether ſhe give, or take: away a Crown. | Fools only their own' Comforts do deſtroy, 

Our Walls are Tyded, and by that we know, , To this Retirement we cafifreely go';; - 

She alwaies ebbs, when ſhe.doth leave to flow, C 'Tis rhe grear'it pace of Majeſty below :' 

And conſtant in Inconſtancy does grow, , 5 [Our ſtirring out imports the World to knbw. 

Make an attacque all Injuries that can, '.  - The Goalers Centinel to grard otir Doors,” ' 

They fall Iike Waves beneath a riſing Swan, © | [ | And Caſtles are contair'd Pth”' narrow Flory. 

Freed and; ſecur'd from all diſcordant Care, | More happy and more ſafe, ſecur' from Foes, 


Here we our heads above the billows bear; 'Than thoſe whom Troops of Enemies erfclo6ſe. 


Till from-our ſhoulders they tranſplanted are. 3 |Much more as Pris'ners, our high bliſs: we boaſt, 
And from their ſummits, with dumb gapes Tn | Being ſecur'd from ſucha mighty Hoaſt | 
Of a Quincumvirart the trait'rous ſhame. .| Of deadly Foes, ſo fierce with wrath - might,\ \ 
But during all this Storm, we ſtill do find Our ſclves ſo feeble, and unfit to' 
An Anchor and a Haven in our Mind, \*Gainft the black band of Vicious and: Profiine, 
Not beaten now, though then expos'd ro th* Wind. 5 | Who Thouſands do undo in each Carmpain.. 
As Nightingals, our boſoms we expoſe, | In the Afſaulr, we ſeldom brook the-Field; 
And fing, .cnyjron'd with the ſharpeſt woes. But flye like Hares, or elſe like Cowards yield, 
Degraded. from vain Honour, here we grow Yer this the World eſtcems an hard eſtare, 

ore great and high, as Trees by lopping do. — {And Us, who feel ir, count unfortunate: 
ore 's like,froth.in each Man's glaſs of Beer ; Shew then, Philoſophy ! the ſtare wherein 
"Tis leaſt of of, though topmoſt ir appear. Such Safety, and ſo much Content is feen:* 
The common Vouchee for ill acts ſhe's grown; Wherein Jeſs rugged or ſteep hind'rance lyes; 
It and Religion all our Miſchiefs own. 1; T* obſtruct the Path unto Perfection's prize: 

he raigns in Youth with ai” unruly heat [The uſeful Rod's only bound up for this; 
And in ber falſer Mirror ſhews them Grear, j To whip and IJaſk the Childiſh on to Bliſs 3 
Till abe ard Time convince them of the Cheat. +- | Who ſullenly refuſe the Rod to kifs, ' 
Raſh heads approye what ſober Men deſpiſe, And fo the Bleffing in the Whipping mils: 
And the fantaltick Carb oftends the Wiſe ; 8 Some, like the Whale, only defig'd'to play by 
She rarely,now is ſeen, but in Diſguiſe. In fruitleſs pleaſures, drive the flyitig day ; 2 
True Honour and plain Honeſty's the ſame ; As Boys with Clackers drive the Lent'away, 
From yarious Dwellings, comes the various Name :| Whilſt here, we ſtop the hours of Time, that flyes,. 
For whilſt ſhe's gay in Courts, ſhe's Honour there, | With Contemplation s nobler Exerciſe.” © 
But Honelty with us in Durance here. Maugre all Goals, think we ere long muſt dye, : 
In differing States, -moſt things hove difference : | And then enjoy an endleſs Liberty ; 
What pleas'd tliis da 'y, the next offends the Prince, | Death will redeem from long Captivity. 
The Proſperous loarh what the Afﬀicted love ; Man's Life's a Piece fpun of a varions Thred ; 
Priſoners abhor, whar free, they did approve. . In ſome 'ris fine, in ome a cotirſer Web." 


- and till there” $ POwWer in each Man' schoice,to make? The Threds acroſs, th' Occurrences of Fate, 
Himſelf content, if he can wiſely take, F Cur early from he Loom by Death, cr Jate, 


2 = And think his own (thqugh hard) a happy Stake 


'| The Dread of Kings, Death, does not vs difinay ;- 


EE Ton fu ſtare docs ſome. Gontentment dwell, To Dye's leſs, than be Tenralizd each day..'**:'!. 


8 yore we find. a Palace in a \ Cell - What Man complains, with Wearineſs 0 preft; - 
| Thar Night 3 is come, the only ime ro phone 4 
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